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Science by Women – Instructions for Preparing the Research Proposal 

 

This document outlines the minimum required content for the Research Proposal to be submitted 

by candidates to the Science by Women program. Each section described below must be completed 

with clear, concise, and scientifically rigorous information. 

 

1. Personal Information 

Provide complete and accurate personal and professional details: 

• Full name 

• Current position 

• Institution of origin 

• Country 

• Email address 

• Phone number (with international prefix) 

• Professional profile link (ORCID, Google Scholar, institutional webpage, etc.) 

2. Project Title 

A clear, specific, and descriptive title that reflects the core of the proposed research. 

3. Executive Summary (maximum 250 words) 

A concise overview including: 

• The problem or challenge the project addresses 

• The main objective 

• A brief description of the methodology 

• Scientific and social relevance 

• Alignment with the host research center 

4. Background and Justification 

Explain the scientific context of the project: 

• Current state of the art 

• Identified research gap 

• Relevance and necessity of the proposed study 

• Why the project is timely and important 
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5. Objectives 

Define: 

• General Objective: the overarching aim of the project 

• Specific Objectives (2–4): measurable, realistic, and aligned with the general objective 

6. Methodology 

Describe the methodological approach in detail: 

• Techniques, tools, and analytical methods 

• Work phases and timeline structure 

• Resources required 

• Activities to be conducted specifically at the host center 

7. Expected Results 

Indicate the anticipated outputs: 

• Scientific results (publications, datasets, models, etc.) 

• Applied outcomes or innovations 

• Contributions to the field and to the host center’s research lines 

8. Expected Impact 

Explain the potential impact at different levels: 

• Scientific impact 

• Impact for the host center 

• Impact for the candidate’s home institution and/or country 

• Impact on the candidate’s career development 

9. Alignment with the Host Center 

Specify: 

• Research group or laboratory where the project will be carried out 

• Scientific fit with the center’s expertise 

• Potential synergies and complementarities 

• Added value for both the candidate and the host center 

10. Six-Month Work Plan 

Provide a month-by-month outline of planned activities, including: 

• Key tasks 

• Milestones 
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• Expected outputs for each period 

11. Specific Needs 

List any special requirements: 

• Equipment or facilities 

• Training or technical support 

• Ethical considerations 

• Permits or approvals needed 

12. Key References 

Include 5–10 essential references that support the proposal. Use a consistent citation style. 

 

 

This structure ensures that all proposals meet the minimum standards required for evaluation and 

facilitates a fair and rigorous assessment process. 

 


